
Climate Change 

Vs 

Archaeological Sites and Monuments: 

An unequal battle

• Dr. Polyxeni Adam – Veleni

• Director of General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports.

• Archaeologist, Theatrologist.



Archaeological site of Olympia (UNESCO World Heritage Monument since 1989)
Fire disaster, August 2007



Delos (UNESCO World Heritage Monument since 1990)
Submersion of antiquities caused by the combination of the higher sea level and the 
rainwater  



Acropolis of Ancient Siphai, Boeotia (4th c. B.C.)
Landslides 



Sanctuary of the Great Gods on Samothrace
Overflow of a stream at the entrance of the archaeological site after heavy rainfall



NW part of the fortification enclosure of the lake settlement of Dispilio in 

Kastoria (copper age) Uncontrolled rise of lake’s level



Church of Zoodochos Pege in the castle o Geraki Lakonia- Wall paintings of 15th century.
The interior of the church after extreme weather conditions (Heavy rainfall)



The old city and the Fortezza Fortress of Rethymno, Crete (16th c.)
STORM research program






